
D onôt be late!  Registration for the Science Centerôs 2007 Summer workshops has begun.  

This year we have a wonderful selection of NEW classes for all ages.  We have also increased 
our very popular all day field trip classes.  Our weeklong summer workshops are fun and edu-

cational, offering hands-on learning experiences for grades K-12.  We are offering 8 weeks of 

classes for full days, half days, and extended care.  Get a jump on next yearôs classroom activi-
ties in an exciting, engaging camp setting.  All of our classes meet FCAT guidelines.  

If you have not yet received a brochure, please call the Science Center at 727-384-0027 or go 
online at www.sciencecenterofpinellas.com. 

 

Here are just a few of the classes that we are offering this summer:  

 

ROCKETRY 

 

 

MICROSCOPES 
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Upcoming Special 

Events  

 

 

Saturday May 5, 2007 -

5:00pm -7:00pm: Kentucky 

Derby Day at Derby Lane.  

The Science Center Guild 

along with Derby Lanes is 

hosting this event which 

will include Mint Julep drink 

specials, Kentucky Derby 

theme appetizers, wagering 

on the derby and lots more!  

Cost is $50 per person and 

all proceeds benefit the 

Center!!! Call 727 -384 -0027 

for details!  Adults only.  

 

Saturday June 23, 2007 ï 

8pm -11pm:  Family 

Astronomy Night ñJupiter 

Watchò.  $5 per person, free 

to members. Chick -Fil -A 

dinners at $5.  

 

Thursday October 4, 2007 -

6pm -10pm: Jazz Night 

Under the Stars.  Come 

enjoy the music of a jazz 

band along with wine and 

heavy hors dôoeuvres from 

your favorite restaurants.  

 

Always check our 

website  at 

www.sciencecent

erofpinellas.com 

for more events 

and additional 

information about 

current events.  

CSI 

LAB EQUIPMENT 

AND EXPERI-

MENTS 

ASTRONOMY 

ARCHAEOLOGY DIG 

LOCAL ECOSYSTEMS 

MAY 2007 

The mission of the Science Center is to inspire interest 

in and understanding of science. 
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Buzz From the Director Buzz From the Director   
H ello!  For those of you who may not know, I am the new Director of the Science Center!  I am thrilled to be a part of such a won-

derful organization.  I started on January 4, 2007 and let me tell you, it has been a very busy four months.  So many positiv e changes 

and events have happened that I almost donôt know where to begin.  My first month was spent getting to know the staff and volun-

teers, as well as becoming familiar with the current programs at the Center.  Did you know that the majority of staff members  have 

been here at least 7 years?  That is not only a wonderful accomplishment, but a great way to gauge the positive work environm ent at 

the Center.  Everyone here loves what they do and we are so lucky to have them!  Since then, together with staff and the Boar d of 

Directors, I have been strategically planning and forming relationships with other organizations within the community, market ing, 

planning new and exciting events, and fundraising.  So far so good, here are some of the highlights:  

Partnerships:  

 - Bay News 9 will be adding a meteorology center to our facility.  We are so excited about this because our meteorology 
classes will be even more hands-on.  The project has begun and should be finished before the beginning of our summer workshops.  

 - RôClub has agreed to offer our classes to all of their participating schools.  This new partnership will be bringing over 1,000 
additional kids to the Science Center in the months of May and June alone! 

 -Raytheon and the Science Center will be working together to promote Raytheonôs program MathMovesU.  What a great way 
to further math education.   Raytheon is also responsible for the printing of this newsletter!  Thanks Raytheon!  

 -Pinellas County schools have agreed to hold teacher science training for grades K-2 at the Science Center.   

Programs:  

 -This year our spring break camps had 141 more students than the previous year.   

 -The Boy Scouts and the Girl Scouts are back at the Center doing activities to earn their badges.   

Events:  

 -Our Wine Under the Stars event was a great fundraiser for the Center.  We hosted about 375 people for an evening of food 
and wine.  Our date for 2008 is Saturday February 2.  Check the website at www.sciencecenterofpinellas.com for more informati on. 

 -The Governorôs visit was amazing.  See page 3 for more information and pictures. 

 -The Science Centerôs Archaeology Day event was a success.  From the fossil dig for kids to the Native American flutist and 
bandï it was a fun family day.  

 -This past Saturday we hosted an Astronomy Expoï we had over 200 guests for this event.  Everyone had the chance to 
view Saturn, see planetarium shows, and attend a lecture by Dr. Daryl Schraeder. 

As you can see, the Science Center is buzzing!!  We are now open to the public Monday through Friday from 1:00pm to 4:00pm an d 

we have special events on some Saturdays.  Be sure to check the website periodically for additional events.  If there is something you 

would like to talk to me about or any ideas for improvement please email me at madeline_mc@yahoo.com.  Maddy McNaughton 

These are wonderful and exciting times for the Science Center.  We have a new high-energy director, Maddy McNaughton, are de-
veloping new programs such as our wetlands exhibit, making new friends and establishing new collaborations, such as with 
BayNews9, RôClub, and Raytheon.  This all would not be possible without the assistance of people like you, our members and sup-
porters.  Many folks do not realize that the Science Center of Pinellas County (our official name) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit orga niza-
tion.  We are not a public institution with governmental support.   We depend on fundraising, memberships, grants, our store sales, 
our events and our program revenues to provide the resources we need to do what we do.   We also need volunteers and in-kind 
support.  Accordingly, the Science Center is exceptionally grateful for your efforts on our behalf.   The Centerôs work is critical ï 
there has never been a time when we need to do more to educate our citizens, and especially our children, in science and math .  If 
your membership is about to lapse, please renew.  If you are a member in good standing, please consider joining at a higher leve l.  
If youôd like to help out, please volunteer.  And if you have suggestions as to how we can do more and better things, please let  us 
know.  Thank you!  Chris DôElia, Chairman, Board of Directors 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEMBERS  
Christopher DôElia, Ph.D., Chairman      Max Kerlin  

Catherine Rawl, Vice -Chairperson       Mark Morse  

Richard Bennett, Ed.D, Second Vice -Chairperson     Robert Orlopp  

Carol Decker, Secretary         Sally Poynter  

David Green, Treasurer         Alice Radcliffe  

Rev. John Bell          Glenn Saraydar  

Malcolm Butler          Lynn Smith  

Marianne Cufone, ESQ         Mark Stavros  

Kay Daly          William Szelistowski  

Kevin Lothridge          Jack Voshardt  

 

Guild Co -Presidents:  Connie Whitehead and Sparky Paradis  

¶ The Science Centerõs Environmental Learning Zone (ELZ) was honored with a 2006 Partners in Watershed Edu-

cation Awards from the Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD).  SWFWMDõs Pinellas-

Anclote River Basin Board and the Florida Lakes Management Society provided funding for expansion of the 

pond and stream system in our wetlands exhibit and installation of educational signage.  Their support contin-

ues into 2007 with a grant for the Center to present 30 educational workshops featuring the ELZõs wetlands 

exhibit.   

¶ The Science Center has recieved funding from the Tampa Bay Estuary Programõs 2007 Bay Mini Grants pro-

gram.  The grant provides for water quality monitoring and education and enables us to build upon the educa-

tional aspects of our wetlands exhibit.   

¶ Our Marine Life Room benefits from a generous grant from the Margaret Ewell Dickins Foundation.  The room 

looks great with new students chairs and tables, a sign over the touch  tank, and brighter lighting.  Other im-

provements in the plans include additional marine life and tanks, as well as educational materials.  

¶ A Donor Grant Award from the Pinellas County Community Foundation enabled us to install new carpeting in 

staff offices and vinyl tile in one classroom.  What a difference this makes! 

¶ Heartfelt thanks to our first quarter major private donors:  Hough Family Foundation, Stavros Family, Dickens 

Family.  A complete list of all 2006 donors will appear in our next FLASH newsletter. 

What a great day for the Science Center!  We were 

honored to have the Governor tour our facility.  The 

Governor was here to celebrate Black History 

month with children from Academy Prep school.  

The Science Center is home to an African-

Americans in science exhibit.  Not only did the 

Governor spend time with the children from Acad-

emy Prep, he also took the time to meet with the 

staff, hold a press conference, and talk to us about 

upcoming events at the Science Center.  The Gov-

ernor actually attended the Science Center as a 

child and has many fond memories of his time 

here.  The picture to the left is Representative Bill 

Heller, Governor Charlie Crist, and Science Center 

Executive Director, Maddy McNaughton. 

GRANT and DONATION HAPPENINGS 



Like most non-profit organizations, the Science Cen-

ter has a wish list of things we need to help us in 

our mission of providing quality science education 

for all ages.  Listed below are items that, if donated, 

will enable us to operate more efficiently and help 

us to eliminate some miscellaneous costs.  If you 

are able to help us, please contact the center at 

727-384-0027 or  emai  us at  scen-

ter5@tampabay.rr.com.  Thank you for your contin-

ued support of the Science Center. 

¶ Volunteers 

¶ Copy Paper 

¶ Blankets/Towels 

¶ Gift Cards (pet stores, Wal-Mart, Target, office 
supply, auto repair, grocery stores)  

¶ Antibacterial hand gel 

¶ Software,  Software and more Software 
(Microsoft Office, Photoshop Elements, Adobe PDF Distiller) 

¶ Computers/Printers 

¶ Office Furniture 

¶ Donations 

Our Wish ListOur Wish List   

ANNUAL MEETING  

This yearôs Annual Board Meeting, open to all Science Center mem-
bers, will be held Wednesday, October 17 , 2007.  Refreshments will 
be served at 5:30 pm and the business meeting will begin at 6 pm. 
Find out what has been happening at the Center over the last year 
and meet the new Director.  Election of Officers and Board Members 
will also take place. Please RSVP at 727-384-0027 by Oct. 15th.   

WINE UNDER THE STARS, 2008  

This very popular event will be Saturday February 2, 2008 at the Sci-
ence Center.  Additional details to follow. 

SAVE THE DATES!SAVE THE DATES!  

Non -Profit  

Organization  
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Join us for a Jupiter Watch 

Sat. June 23, 2007 at 8pm. $5 per 

person, free to members. 

Planetarium Shows 

Chick -Fil-A offering 

dinner boxes for $5. 

 

WE WELCOME BIG GROUPSWE WELCOME BIG GROUPS   
Groups including Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, retirement facilities, RõClub kids, 

condo associations, home owner associations, and many others have 

been finding the Science Center to be the perfect outing.  From Astronomy 

to Zoology, we can provide your group with a private one and a half hour 

program that include visits to our mammal/reptile room, marine touch 

tank, wetlands exhibit, or a planetarium show.  Since summer is such a 

busy time for us with Summer Workshops, we can schedule only one large 

group per day.  Soð get your reservation in for your group.  The best part is 

that the cost is reasonable for an educational program and self-guided 

tour of the Center.  Please contact us at 727-384-0027. 


